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2 1/2 Minutes with Tony Azola

Jack Lambert, Staff

Azola & Associates renovates historic
buildings for new uses. Do you have a
favorite project you've worked on?

The old Towson jail restoration. The jail just
had a lot of problem-solving that had to go
into that project. The fact that it's actually a
jail made it difficult to lay out the rooms —
we had to create rooms out of jail cells.
The other difficult thing was the building is
all stone. Determining how to run
electrical, chemical and plumbing though
the building was a tremendous challenge.

Bailtimore has talked about renovating
historic buildings in order to bring in
new revenues. What do you think the city
should do?

| think the city needed to look into that. |
think it would be a great way to preserve
these historic buildings.

As a kid, did you think you would
eventually take over the family
business?

| never thought in a million years about
working for the family business. | watched
my dad go bankrupt in the early '80s. We
lost the house; we lost everything. We
ended up living in an old barn. | didn’t want
to go through that.

Before joining Azola in 2002, you

ADVICE

FREE COMPUTER

TUNE-UP +

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY | SERVICE

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

Planning for Retirement?

$500,000 portfolio? Download the guide by
Forbes Columnist Ken Fisher's firm.
FANNIE MAE®@ Launches REFI PLUS
Program

See if You Qualify for a locked in Rate.
Refinance From 2.25% - 2.50% APR

Get Listed Here

worked as a salesman in Boston. What,
if anything, do you miss about Boston?

Boston's a wonderful city and has a lot of historic architecture, a whole lot of it. More than
Baltimore. | miss being real close to some of the outdoorsy activity in the mountains.
Boston and Baltimore as far as the downtown, they are different but there are still a lot of

young people and places to go out.

If you could go to any city in the world to look at the historic architecture, where would you go?

London is obviously a really old city and they have some really beautiful architecture. | live
in an old stone house and most of the houses over there are stone. So I'd like to go over

there and just see how they built it.

‘What type of bulldings would you like to work with more in Baltimore in the future?

I'd love to be able to find more factory buildings in Baltimore, underutilized factory buildings
and turn them into a live-work environment, so we've got apartments and condos and
offices. Try to take some of the industrial areas that are not used, try to reconfigure them

into more sustainable uses.
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